THROUGHOUT the spring and summer months
View From Reporter TOM GLOVER is welcoming all
challenges for this new column ‘Take on Tom'

If your club, group or organisation would like to be
the focus of this column and could put Tom to the
test then email him at tom@pemedia.co.uk or phone

01297 446154.

HIS week’s chal-
lenge was one any
driver would

dread. Worse than your
car insurance renewal,
worse even than the sharp
intake of breath from a
car mechanic before he
gives you a quote - this
week I was forced to re-
take my driving test.

For the first time I
began to regret the “no
challenge refused” ele-
ment of this column.

Taking me through this
traumatic experience was
driving instructor Tim
Gudgion, of ‘“Tim’s Driv-

Dorchester but Tim is
clearly passionate about
his job and about getting
results. He prides himself
on his 91 per cent first
time pass rate for his stu-
dents last year.

Tim’s car, a three-year-
old Renault Clio, is also a
dream to drive. I'm sure
his students hate saying
goodbye to it as they
transfer to their own old
banger which can only
drive in three gears, has
the heater stuck on full
and costs £2,000 to insure
despite the fact it can’t go
above 30mph except

abouts and the ever-in-
creasing Poundbury de-
velopment.

I can only imagine how
much the test has changed
in the 30 -years since my
parents took it, they were
probably checking their
blind spot for oncoming
Penny Farthings!

Now, as much as we all
like to think we are great

palms sweaty and hands
shaking.

With a recap complete
we moved onto the test. It
started badly and got pro-
gressively worse. The two
vehicle check questions
were the first to catch me
out before we’d even
pulled off.

“How do you  check
your brakes are work-

very much aware of Tim’s
pen working away on my
test report.

1 felt it was going well
until manoeuvre time.
Tim decided to test me out
on the dreaded reverse
park, always my least
favourite.

My first attempt was
misjudged so I pulled out
and began the manoeuvre

Well, would you pass your driving test now?

TOM




